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Mercury Use in Products and 

Industrial Processes
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Top 5 Sources of Mercury (2005) 

1. Switches and Relays 

2. Dental Amalgam

3. Measurement and Control Devices

4. Batteries

5. Fluorescent Lamps (all types)

Source: Cain 2007
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CFL Imports – Estimated Sales
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Annual Screw-Based CFL Sales in the U.S., 

2000-2007
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Source Reduction, CFLs
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Uncertainty related to average 

content in 2000 - 2001, although 

5 mg w as the commonly 

accepted number.



Liquid Mercury Dosing Technique
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Solid Dosing Technique
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www.epa.gov/bulbrecycling

8



Earth 911.com
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www.recycleabulb.com
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ENERGY STAR Mercury Web Section
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Legislation

• S. 906 - Mercury Export Ban Act of 2008

– Prohibits transfer of elemental mercury by 

federal agencies, bans U.S. export of 

elemental mercury by 2013, and requires the 

DOE to designate and manage an elemental 

mercury long-term disposal facility. 

• State Product Stewardship Legislation

– Vermont and Washington

– Maine (draft language only; not yet introduced)
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Thank You

Peter Banwell

Banwell.peter@epa.gov

202 343 9408
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